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wrong thing is that our government is so blasted stupid as
to give these Javanese and Tonkinese and half-caste brats
the same education as our own children.'
'But surely, it's better to have them educated than have
them running about half wild.'
'No, you're wrong. The whole trouble is'these half-caste
brats are more clever, or cunning or something. They
always do better at school than our own kids, and when it
comes to getting a job after school is finished, why they're
accepted on an equal basis, and because they're prepared to
work harder, they get all the pick positions.'
'Well, doesn't that seem to show that the indentured
labour system should be stopped, and this made into a white
man's colony ?'
'No. We have to have their labour. You couldn't get
white men here to go and work in the mines or in the planta-
tions. That's no white man's job. The solution is to ship
the coolies straight back where they came from, as soon as
they've finished their five-year term. Not let one of them
stay here.'
* But if you are prepared to accept their help in building up
and developing the colony, you surely ought to be prepared
to put up with the consequences. Probably the only induce-
ment these people have to immigrate is that they have a
chance of building up a better life, and give their children a
better start.'
'To hell with all that. This is our colony. We need their
labour, ,but we're not going to have them overrunning the
place with their half-caste brats.'
The second conversation dealt with an entirely different
angle. Driving back to Noumea with a non-French mine-
owner, we called in to see a friend of his. The friend called
for his cook to bring the essentials to make a rum punch.
A few minutes later, a most beautiful Chinese girl entered
the room. She had the smooth yellow cheeks and regular
features, the full brown eyes and straight body which is so
typical of the Tonkinese girls. When ordered to shake
hands with us, I couldn't help noticing the look of poisonous

